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January Church Services  St. Andrew's, Sandon  
Sunday 4

th
  Second Sunday of Christmas 

 10:00 am Parish Eucharist 
Tuesday 6

th
  Epiphany 

 9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 8

th
  

 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Boreham 
Sunday 11

th
  First Sunday of Epiphany 

 8:00 am Holy Communion (1662) 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 13

th
  

 9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 15

th
  

 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
  at South Woodham Ferrers 
Sunday 18

th
  Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 10:00 am Parish Eucharist 
Tuesday 20

th
  

 9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 22

nd
  

 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 
Sunday 25

th
  Conversion of St Paul 

 10:00 am Parish Eucharist 
Tuesday 27

th
  

 9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Wednesday 28

th
  

 9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 29

th
  

 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 

The Cover Picture shows Simeon blessing the young Jesus when 
he was presented at the Temple by his parents (Luke 2:22-35). Jesus is 
usually portrayed as a baby which presumably links this event to his 
circumcision (2:21). But, according to Matthew, the family flee to Egypt 
as soon as the Magi leave and remain there until after Herod's death, by 
which time Jesus would have been a small boy. And Luke goes on to 
say that after they had done everything required by the law of the Lord 
(2:39), 'they returned 6 to their own town of Nazareth' which, according 
to Matthew, is where they settled after they came back from Egypt. 

From Parish Pump website 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors 
 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 
 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

Will this year be a good year? 

It seems to me that life is always 

full of ups and downs. We never 

really know what is around the 

corner, even though we like to 

pretend we are in control of our 

lives. All too often the best laid 

plans can unravel and fall apart. 

Often without us seeing what 

was coming to disrupt them until 

way too late. 

As we turn the corner into a new 

year I wonder how you feel 

about the prospects for the 

future. 

This time of year is a good 

moment to take stock of how we 

are doing and what direction we 

are going. Are there things that 

we should get sorted out or are 

we perhaps looking for new 

opportunities to explore? 

One of the great strengths of the 

Christian faith is that it is based 

upon a huge and unnegotiable 

lump of hope. It is the promise of 

what is to come that helps us to 

endure the gritty grime of the 

present. There is no way that the 

possibilities of the future can be 

diminished by the all too frequent 

and devastating disappointments 

that we might experience. There 

is always hope. It is a sure and 

certain hope that we hold onto in 

the midst of the deepest despair. 

It gets us through the worst of 

days and helps us to appreciate 

all the more the best of days. It is 

a hope that has helped millions 

to live in a way that defies those 

slings and arrows that fortune 

sends our way. 

This hope allows us to look 

forward and to build for the long 

term. It is a part of the force that 

raised up the great gothic 

cathedrals and the spires of so 

many country churches. For life 

is not just about grabbing all that 

we can and then departing. 

There is a more substantial 

motive, a purpose that calls us to 

spend ourselves not just for our 

own generation but for those to 

come as well. 

It is seeing that what we give to 

the world is in the end more 

important than what we take out 

of it. Life is about leaving a mark 

that makes a difference. 

Those marks that we might leave 

will differ from person to person. 

We are all given different talents 

and abilities that allow each of us 

to contribute in a unique way. It 

is up to each of us to work out 

how we might make the world a 

better place. 
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The hope of the Christian faith is 

not just about what happens to 

us when we die. It is far more 

crucially grounded in the way 

that we live our everyday lives, 

the priorities that shape and form 

us. It is about bringing life to the 

world now, ensuring that we 

contribute to what will build up 

communities and increase the 

common good. It is life giving 

and life affirming because it is 

centred upon a God who brings 

light and life to all. 

This is the time when we make 

plans for the year ahead. I 

suspect that if we all focussed on 

doing some good in 2015 it 

might just turn out to be a quite 

extraordinary year for us all. If 

we focus on seeking to do good 

in the year ahead it is surely 

more likely to turn into a good 

year. We don’t need to leave it to 

chance. Deciding to serve others 

can help us all to build a better 

future. 

May this year be a good one for 

you and all those whom you 

love. Terry  

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 

things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
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Quiz Nights 

at Sandon and  

Little Baddow 

Date: Saturday 31
st
 January 

Time 7:00 p.m. for 7:30 pm 
Venue: Village Hall 
Price £6 
Teams of 6 max please.  
Please bring your own food 
and drinks.  
All proceeds to the Church 
General Fund.  
Quizmaster Terry Brown.  
Tickets from  
David Farrar 471484,  
Christine Mennie 281305 or 
Terry Brown 698988.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Date: Friday 16th January 
Time: 7:30 pm 
Venue: Memorial Hall Lt Baddow 
Tickets £7 each  
Tables of eight 
Please bring your own food, 

drinks and glasses 
Contacts:  
Wendy Godden 223873 
John Wheeldon 221352 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
  NO HIDDEN FEES - VERY COMPETITIVE 
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Saturday 17
th
 January  

8.30am – 10am 
Butts Green Garden Centre 
Speaker Revd Carolyn Tibbott 

Vicar of Broomfield 
Please reserve you place by 

contacting Janet on 472997  
or signing the list at the back of 

the church.  
Full English Breakfast and 

speaker All for £6  

Saturday 7
th
 February 8.30am – 

10am Men’s Breakfast 
At The Crown for a Full English 

Breakfast and Speaker  
Reserve your place by 

contacting Dennis on 01245 

472997 

Remembrance Sunday 

Terry led a very moving and 

thought provoking service on 

Remembrance Sunday. In a 

Church decorated with poppies a 

very mixed age group of 

Parishioners, members of the 

Uniformed Organisations friends 

and visitors gathered to 

commemorate those who 

suffered death, injury or 

bereavement during conflicts 

across the world and to pray for 

peace and reconciliation 

amongst all nations. 
Remembrance Sunday belongs 
to all the generations so it was 
reassuring to hear the members 
of the Sandon Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts, Brownies and their 
Leaders reading the accounts of 

the three soldiers who served in 
the First World War with clear 
voices and understanding. They 
led the prayers well too. 
Terry’s sermon emphasised that 
we should not just participate in 
an Act of Remembrance once a 
year but should remember the 
sacrifices made by so many for 
our freedom every day. 

During the Act of Remembrance 

a wreath was placed beneath the 

War Memorial. Richard Cecil 

read out the names of the fallen 

and the year in which they died. 

The Last Post was sounded and 

at precisely 11 am the two 

minutes silence began. We then 

reflected upon what the service 

was about. The Reveille was 

sounded to end the silence. The 

Paschal candle Continued on P9 
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Resolve to Enjoy This 

The New year is always a time 

for new resolutions. One of them 

is losing weight after Christmas. 

The 6
th
 January is Twelfth night 

and I came across the following 

twelve days of Christmas 

recently. I hope you enjoy it.   

On the 1
st
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 
A French stick and half a pound 

of brie. 
On the 2

nd
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 
2 chocolate logs, a French stick 

and half a pound of brie. 
On the 3

rd
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 
3 selection boxes, 2 chocolate 

logs, a French stick and half a 

pound of brie. 
On the 4

th
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 

4 sausage rolls, 3 selection 

boxes, 2 chocolate logs, a 

French stick and half a pound of 

brie. 
On the 5

th
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 
5 chicken wings 4 sausage rolls, 

3 selection boxes, 2 chocolate 

logs, a French stick and half a 

pound of brie. 
On the 6

th
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 6 bags of 

crisps, 5 chicken wings, 4 

sausage rolls, 3 selection boxes, 

2 chocolate logs, a French stick 

and half a pound of brie. 
On the 7

th
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 7 mince 

pies, 6 bags of crisps, 5 chicken 

wings, 4 sausage rolls, 3 

selection boxes, 2 chocolate 

logs, a French stick and half a 

pound of brie. 
On the 8

th
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 8 pickled 

onions, 7 mince pies, 6 bags of 

crisps, 5 chicken wings, 4 

sausage rolls, 3 selection boxes, 

2 chocolate logs, a French stick 

and half a pound of brie. 
On the 9

th
 day of Christmas, my 

true love sent to me 9 bowls of 

peanuts, 8 pickled onions, 7 

mince pies, 6 bags of crisps, 5 

chicken wings, 4 sausage rolls, 3 

selection boxes, 2 chocolate 

logs, a French stick and half a 

pound of brie. 
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On the 10
th
 day of Christmas, 

my true love sent to me 10 

Cadbury’s fingers, 9 bowls of 

peanuts, 8 pickled onions, 7 

mince pies, 6 bags of crisps, 5 

chicken wings, 4 sausage rolls, 

3 selection boxes, 2 chocolate 

logs, a French stick and half a 

pound of brie. 
On the 11

th
 day of Christmas, 

my true love sent to me 
11 vol au vents, 10 Cadbury’s 

fingers, 9 bowls of peanuts, 8 

pickled onions, 7 mince pies, 6 

bags of crisps, 5 chicken wings, 

4 sausage rolls, 3 selection 

boxes, 2 chocolate logs, and a 

French stick and half a pound of 

brie. 
On the 12

th
 day of Christmas, 

my true love sent to me 12 

pounds of fat, 11 guilty feelings, 

10 Rennie tablets, 9 enormous 

spots, 8 broken zips, 7 stomach 

upsets, 6 gaping blouses, 5 

double chins, 4 extra inches, 3 

spare tyres, 2 bigger sizes and 

membership to the local gym! 

was lit to 

symbolise new life. Evelyn Ellis, 

representing St Andrew’s Youth 

Fellowship spoke the departing 

call to remember. This was a 

beautiful service. Please join the 

congregation next year in Church 

and everyday, wherever you are, 

in an act of remembrance. 
Janet Underwood 

Continued from P7 
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Pilgrim Course 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Wed 7

th
 January at 7 pm 

This begins at 7 pm with a meal 

or at 7:30pm with coffee. The 

evening finishes at 9 pm 

The Sessions 
Session One: Our Father in 

heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Session Two: Your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. 
Session Three: Give us today 

our daily bread. 
Session Four: Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. 
Session Five: Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from 

evil. 
Session Six: For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are 

yours now and forever. 

Please sign up on the list at the 

back of the church indicating if 

you are coming at 7 pm or 

7:30 pm. 

Friends of Sandon Church 
2014 saw the setting up of the 

Friends of Sandon Church. We 

have to date over 50 friends who 

have signed up either for life 

membership or an annual 

membership. It’s not too late to 

become a friend and all you 

need to do is contact Terry on 

either 01245 698988 or email 

tgabrown@hotmail.com to 

receive a membership form or 

you can collect one at the back 

of the church. There are to be 

some good events organised by 

the Friends in 2015 so don’t miss 

out join today. 
The first major task of the Friends 

is to raise money to repair the 

church roof. One way of raising 

money is to apply for grants. We 

need someone who could help 

us here. If you would like to help 

in this way or would like to know 

more details then please contact 

Terry. Come on we can do it. 

Please help us. Terry 

The Poppy Banner 
A special thank you to the 1

st
 

Sandon Beavers for their 

stunning poppy banner. This was 

added to the beautiful display of 

poppies by the War Memorial. 

On the edge of the banner the 

beavers had written “Made with 

pride by St Andrew’s Beavers”. 

Well done boys. 
Janet Underwood 

Sandon Parish Magazine January 2015 Page 11 

First World War Diary 

This is a transcript of the diary of 

a London bus conductor, Henry 
George William Van Kempen, 

which I intend to publish in the 

month 100 years after it 

occurred. I, Richard Cecil, am 

aware that you might have heard 

enough of the war, but so would 

they have then and some 

ongoing awareness will help us 

to have a better understanding of 

how the thing dragged on. 
The Van Kempen family had 

moved from The Netherlands to 

East London in the early l800’s. 
George was the third generation 

of the family to live in London, 

following his great grandfather’s 

emigration to England. He was 

born in Mile End in 1882 and 

married at St Pau1’s Church, 

Bow Common Lane in August 

1907. The 1911 census records 

him living in Mile End Old Town. 
It is not known if Henry Van 

Kempen volunteered for service 

or was conscripted. 
The day to day living conditions 

in the trenches, described in the 

diary, make difficult reading, and 

are almost unimaginable to us 

today. His account of the conflict 

in March and April 1915 is 

particularly harrowing, and by 

then it must have been apparent 

to him that he would be very 

lucky to survive. 
The grandson of Mr Van 

Kempen’s sister, Ken Wedon, 

now lives in Howe Green. 
George was a private in the 

Middlesex Regiment from 1st 

January 1915 
In transcribing the diary, to 

increase clarity, the entries have 

been punctuated into short 

phrases as there is no 

punctuation in the original. 
Spelling errors and grammatical 

errors have been left in for 

authenticity. 
Where a word or phrase is 

illegible or where spellings differ 

(as in place names) it is 

indicated with question marks. 
In the top right hand corner of 

every entry is a capital letter L 

and throughout the text 

numerous references to L 

(assumed to be  letter) or PC 

(post card). Henry's wife’s name 

was Grace. 

The entries for January are:  
Friday 1 January - Sunday 31 

January 1915 
Every entry is ‘OS Hove’ 
This is only an introduction but 

there will be more detail in the 

coming months. I presume ‘OS 

Hove’ means ‘billeted at Hove’. 
Ed 
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Autumn Fayre  
Raffle Winners 

£100 Janet Underwood 
Steak dinner at Crown 
 Mike Harris 
Christmas Cake Alison Read 
Christmas Crackers Linda Zabell 
Cushion David Farrar 
Cyclamen Hollingsworth 
Shortbread Biscuits Jean Palmer 
Sparkling Wine Norman 
Red Wine Mary Phipps 
Bottle of Wine Alan Youall 
White Wine Sarah Middleton 
Bottle of Wine Charlotte Bobeldijk 
Scottish Shortbread Elmfields 
Pot Plant Sandra Rutland 
Sweet collection Palmer 
Tea for two and Wine Rowe 
Fruit Pastilles Sue Willsmer 
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Sandon Village Hall 
Committee of Management 
Woodhill Road, Sandon, 

Chelmsford, CM2 7SQ 
Charity No 301389 
would like to invite you to the 
Grand Official Opening of the 

Disabled/Easy Access Toilet 
on Saturday 10

th
 January 2015 

at 2 pm in the Village Hall 
Many people in Sandon Parish 

gave very generously towards 

this project and with the help of 

over £6,000 funding from Awards 

for All (Big Lottery Fund), this 

has been completed. 
We have also been able to com-

plete other refurbishments to 

make the hall a very desirable 

venue for the use of the local 

community. 
The Big Lottery Fund is respon-

sible for giving out 40% of the 

money raised for good causes 

by the National Lottery. 

The Fund is com-

mitted to bringing 

real improvements 

to communities and 

the lives of people 

most in need and has been roll-

ing out grants to health, educa-

tion, environment and charitable 

causes across the UK. 
There will be Press coverage to 

mark the occasion and refresh-

ments. 
We would love as many people 

as possible to join in the celebra-

tion. Please come along. 
RSVP to Evelyn Ellis, Secretary 

Tel 01245 222682 email eve-

lynellis43@btinternet.com 
 
Actual complaint received by 
"Thomas Cook Vacations" 
from a dissatisfied customer: 
"Although the brochure said that 
there was a fully equipped kitch-
en, there was no egg-slicer in 
the drawers." 
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Sandon WI Report 

Sandon WI had a wonderfully 

crafty afternoon in November 

when our speaker was Sue 

O’Hea. 
She managed to get many 

Sandon members to make a 

bead necklace from dyed silk 

and lightweight beads. So 

although they looked chunky 

and modern they are very light 

to wear. Those who didn’t 

partake looked on in envy at the 

wonderful results. 
Our December meeting was a 

festive celebration with 

Christmas Cracker jokes, 

quizzes, floral competition, 

readings, and mince pies to add 

to the enjoyment. 
Sandon ladies also enjoyed 

decorating the Sandon 

Christmas tree again this year. 
Members enjoyed the trip to 

Peterborough, the Mildmay 

Carol Service (more mince pies) 

and the County Carol Service at 

the Cathedral. The other big 

event was the receiving of “The 

Baton” in Essex and the 

exhibition in the Cathedral 

showing the history of the WI in 

Essex during those years. 
Another busy year for Sandon 

and we look forward to all we 

have planned for 2015. 
Dorothy Gray 
01245 223609 

Thomas Kinuthia 

Richard Cecil reports: You may 

remember that Judy and I 

visited Thomas in India and he 

reported from there. He is now 

back in Kenya and writes: 

I once requested God to always 

guide my path every year and to 

increase my capacity in serving 

him wherever he leadeth. 
As you well know that West 

Africa has been worst hit by 

Ebola, Team and Team (a 

Kenyan charity) is planning to 

have an emergency response to 

this matter by providing water 

via drilling boreholes and piping. 
I have been requested to be part 

of this team and assist in 

administration and logistics in 

Sierra Leone. I am preparing 

about this though the decision of 

putting my life to such great risk 

has not been welcomed by 

many people (as it has always 

been). 
I am working on this.. though 

there is not much I can do for 

now.. 
Kindly consider sharing with me 

encouragement, prayers and 

information that maybe 

necessary. 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions or requests for 
this magazine should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10

th
 of the month preceding 

publication. 

Registers 
Burials Register 
We have commended into God’s 

care at his funeral: 
8
th
 December  Clive Burgess 

Caption Competition. Suggest a caption for this picture, seen on 

the side of a South Yorkshire Police car. A police spokesperson 
confirmed it is a genuine photo. From the telegraph.co.uk. Please send 
to caption@sandon-church.info by 10

th
 February. 
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St Andrew’s  
Patronal Festival  
A visitor’s view 

My usual place of worship is the 

Church of The Ascension with All 

Saints in Maltese Road, off 

Roxwell Road, in Central 

Chelmsford. We have a large 

and involved congregation and 

offer a similar service to that of 

the Church of St Andrew, and 

often have worshipers attend 

from other Churches within the 

Diocese - including St Andrew, 

but the Church building is only 

50 years old and is colloquially 

referred to as the poor man’s 

TARDIS! So, every few months I 

greatly enjoy visiting the ancient 

and wonderfully atmospheric 

Church of St Andrew at Sandon. 

To experience both the 

traditional Anglican worship 

offered to the local, and very 

active, Christian village 

community, and the ambiance of 

a High Middle Age Church. Its 

ancient structure of pagan 

standing stone and cut Roman 

and Saxon stone, unadulterated 

18
th
 Century stained glass and 

not forgetting the wonderful 

Giralamo de Trevise 

Renaissance Tower and Porch of 

Tudor Flemish masonry as 

sanctioned by Cardinal Wolsey - 
a pleasure to behold. 

The most recent visit I made was 

for the Patronal Festival with 

Choral Evensong. Now, this year 

St Andrew the Apostle’s Festival 

fell on the first Sunday of Advent 

and as Advent takes precedence 

so the Apostles feast had to be 

rearranged to Friday 28
th
 

November.  This was a lucky 

happenstance as the Church of 

The Ascension with All Saints 

Choir and their Director Edward 

Montgomery were free to join 

with the very experienced Choir 

of the Church of St Andrew 

enabling a full and true choral 

exposition and exaltation to the 

glory of the Apostle. 

The Festival was attended by 

many local villagers as well as 

many visitors from other 

Churches throughout the 

Diocese. All felt the Festival 

Evensong was a wonderful 

worshipful experience. The 

choral and organ music fitted 

perfectly the Church’s character 

and St Andrew the Apostle’s 

Festival. The lessons were of 

great interest and later much 

discussed. The sermon, as given 

by Father Tom Page, Vicar of the 

Church of The Ascension with All 

Saints was illuminating. After the 

end of evensong the 

congregation were invited to 

feast on Cheese and Wine, chat 

and socialise with all who had 

Sandon Parish Magazine January 2015 Page 17 

attended. Joyous fun was had by 

all and new friends were made. 

The choristers of the Church of 

The Ascension with All Saints 

enjoyed their role and Festival. 

Many of those visitors to the 

Church of St Andrew have said 

they will visit again. All agreed 

that the Festival and Evensong 

is a very enjoyable tradition in a 

wonderful old Church. 
William (Bill) J Prior 

 

 

The Sermon 

St Andrew – what can we learn 

from him? As you know the 

church at Sandon is dedicated to 

St Andrew and so when Rev Tom 

Page preached on St Andrew’s 

day he spoke about St Andrew 

and drew out these qualities. He 

pointed out that he had begun as 

a disciple of John the Baptist and 

so was clearly looking for 

(something of) God and 

recognised in John some 

extraordinary qualities. When he 

met Jesus he then brought his 

brother Simon to Jesus too - the 

first person who is recorded as 

having done that. But when 

Jesus meets Simon he gives him 

a new name and tells him, not 

Andrew, that he is to be the rock 

of the church. But we see no 

jealousy in Andrew. So Rev Tom 

suggested that Andrew could 

teach us to look for the things of 

God, to bring others we know 

toward Jesus and to delight in 

their success rather than ours. 
Richard Cecil 



Sandon Parish Magazine January 2015 Page 18 

Local Pubs  
that do good meals 
We all seem to be searching for 

the ideal ‘Eating House’ and I am 

no exception. I did have 

occasion to put together some 

local recommendations for an 

interested party and then thought 

that it might be useful hearing 

from other readers about their 

favourites. I will not make the 

mistake of running down any 

places which I thought poor in 

case I get ‘taken to court’. 
The question I was asked was: 

‘Which pubs are there within 

about a 10 mile radius of Sandon 

that give one a good value 

eating experience’? It is of 

course a personal opinion but 

here goes! 
The White Hart at Margaretting 

Tye has been a long- time 

favourite and I know that the ‘Tea 

and Chat’ Christmas Lunch 

Group go there every year and 

have not been disappointed. 

Next there is ‘The Ship’ at 

Tiptree which is tremendously 

popular which is not surprising 

as its food is very good and a 

bargain at the price. Just go past 

its doors and the car park there 

is bursting every day. Next, I 

must mention the Anchor at 

Runsell Green which was very 

good when I organised our Golf 

Group and wives a few months 

ago. 

Every New Year’s Eve I go to the 

Six Bells at Boreham with 8 

other couples for a great 

evening. Also during the year it is 

a great place to take the 

grandchildren and family as the 

children can play in the excellent 

play garden there while the rest 

of the family relax. 
During the summer about 35 of 

us went to the Cricketers at 

Danbury Common for lunch 

during the Annual Church Walk 

and everyone told me how 

excellent it was. I returned there 

again on a lovely summer’s 

evening and had the best fish 

and chips for ages served 

outside on the garden tables. 
Every New Year’s day we tend to 

go for Family Lunch at The 

Queen’s Head on the 

‘promenade’ at Maldon- after 

seeing ‘the local lambing’ of 

course. It is always reliable and 

the views are great! I don’t know 

about you but I am not one for so 

called ‘Gastro Pubs’ or Nouveau 

Cuisine—but I do like ‘Good Pub 

Food’ and it has been great to 

see that the Crown here at 

Sandon is now at last providing 

this!! My local friends indicate 

that IT IS GOOD! Please tell me 

how you get on there and 

elsewhere! Also what are your 

favourite local eating 

establishments? 
David Farrar 
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Sunday morning Golf 

One Sunday morning, the 

Reverend Father Norton woke 

up and realising it was an 

exceptionally beautiful and 

sunny early spring day, decided 

he just had to play golf. 
So6 he told the Associate 

Pastor that he was feeling sick 

and convinced him to say Mass 

for him that day. As soon as the 

Associate Pastor left the room, 

Father Norton headed out of 

town to a golf course about forty 

miles away. This way he knew 

he wouldn’t accidentally meet 

anyone he knew from his parish. 
Setting up on the first tee, he 

was alone. After all, it was 

Sunday morning and everyone 

else was in church! 

At about this time, Saint Peter 

leaned over to the Lord while 

looking down from the heavens 

and exclaimed, “You’re not going 

to let him get away with this, are 

you?” 
The Lord sighed, and said, “No, I 

guess not.” 
Just then Father Norton hit the 

ball and it shot straight towards 

the pin, dropping just short of it, 

rolled up and fell into the hole. It 

was a 420 yard hole in one! 
St. Peter was astonished. He 

looked at the Lord and asked, 

“Why did you let him do that?” 
The Lord smiled and replied, 

“Who is he going to tell?” 

I have no record of who provided 

this story. Ed 
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What can you learn? 
One day, the father of a very 

wealthy family took his son on a 

trip to the country with the 

express purpose of showing him 

how poor people live. 
They spent a couple of days and 

nights on the farm of what would 

be considered a very poor family. 
On their return from their trip, the 

father asked his son, “How was 

the trip?” It was great, Dad.” 
“Did you see how poor people 

live?” the father asked. “Oh 

yeah,” said the son.  
“So, tell me, what did you learn 

from the trip?” asked the father. 
 
The son answered, “I saw that 

we have one dog and they had 

four. 
“We have a pool that reaches to 

the middle of our garden and 

they have a creek that has no 

end. 

 
“We have imported lanterns in 

our gardens and they have stars 

at night.” 

Our patio reaches to the front 

yard and they have the whole 

horizon.

 
We have a small piece of land to 

live on and they have fields that 

go beyond our sight. 

 
We have servants who serve us, 

but they serve others. 
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We buy our food, but they grow 

theirs. 

We have walls around our 

property to protect us, they have 

friends to protect them. 

The boy’s father was 

speechless. Then his son added, 

“Thanks, Dad, for showing me 

how poor we are.” 

What lessons can we learn from 

this? Do send your suggestions 

for March’s magazine please by 

10
th
 February. 

 

Thomas Cook Complaints 
"It took us nine hours to fly home 

from Jamaica to England. It took 

the Americans only three hours 

to get home.. This seems unfair." 
"When we were in Spain, there 

were too many Spanish people 

there. The receptionist spoke 

Spanish, the food was Spanish. 

No one told us that there would 

be so many foreigners."  
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Marriage in Leaves 

The idea of leaves for a wedding 

is intriguing. But a friend’s 

daughter is having a table 

arrangement made in knitted 

leaves. So rather fancying a little 

knitting I offered to knit one for 

them. When I got the recipe - 
whoops pattern- I realised I 

didn’t understand it all. So I 

asked Beryl Puffett about it. She 

knitted one for me and has given 

me the needles to do so myself. I 

still realised that I didn’t know 

what ‘yo’, ‘Ssk’, ‘k2tog’or ‘Sk2p’ 

actually meant. I thought that 

yarn over as a way of making 

extra stitches produced holes 

and indeed it does. ‘k2tog’ sort of 

talks to you meaning knit two 

together. But what about tothers. 

Using double-pointed needles, cast 3 

stitches and make an i-cord 

approximately 1 inch long. Continue 

on these stiches in rows in the usual 

way: 
1
st
 row (RS) K1, yo, k1. yo, k1. 5 sis. 

2
nd

 and alternate rows K. 
3
rd

 row K2, yo, k1, yo, k2. 7sis. 
5
th
 row K3, yo, k1 yo, k3. 9sis. 

7
th
 row K4, yo, k1, yo, k4. 11 sis. 

9
th
 row K5, yo, k1, yo, k5. 13 sis. 
11

th
 row Ssk, k9, k2tog. 11 sis. 

13
th
 row Ssk. k7, k2tog. 9 sis. 

15
th
 row Ssk. k5, k2tog. 7 sis. 

17
th
 row Ssk. k3, k2tog. 5 sis. 

19
th
 row Ssk, k1, k2tog. 3 sis. 

20
th
 row K. 

21
st
 row Sk2p. Fasten off remaining 

stitch 
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The internet has some wonderful 

aspects. Did you realise that you 

can quickly find video clips of 

people demonstrating these 

different stitches! ‘Ssk’ means 

slip, slip and knit as a way of 

reducing the number of stiches, 

whilst ‘sk2p’ means slip 1, k2tog 

and pass slipped stitch over. 
It intrigued me too that the stem 

is knitted in with 3 stitches in a 

circular pattern at the beginning. 

A Multicultural Village 

The other day a minister mused 

that he thought a multicultural 

village parish would be just the 

one for him. This begs the 

questions: how many people 

does it take to be a culture? And 

how long does a group of people 

living together take to define a 

culture? Because if this group of 

villagers lived and worked 

together having come from a 

diverse range of backgrounds 

then they would be likely to form 

their own ways of working which 

I think is arguably their own 

culture. So how can we get a 

multicultural society? 

Surely what is needed is that a 

group of people formed recently 

from a variety of different 

peoples is required. And this 

requires that there is a 

movement of peoples, indeed 

that there is some sort of 

migration: emigration and 

immigration. So when we read in 

chapter 25 of Matthew’s gospel 

‘Then the King will say to those 

on his right, “Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom 

prepared for you since the 

creation of the world. For I was 

hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you 

invited me in, I needed clothes 

and you clothed me, I was ill and 

you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit 

me.” (vv 34 – 36) 
Did you see that? I was a 

stranger and you invited me in. 

Doesn’t suggest that a 

multicultural society is one that 

we should be considering the 

norm?  Richard Cecil 

Our Page Jokes 
What do you call a magic dog?  
A Labracadabrador. 

Where does the three legged 

horse live?  
In the unstable. 

What’s small and cuddly and 

bright purple? 
A koala holding his breath! 
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Computer Help 

This ought to make you feel bet-

ter about your computer skills 
(AND the job you have, if it is not 

in Tech Support)!  

Customer: Hi, good afternoon, 

this is Martha, I can't print. 
Every time I try, 

it says 'Can't 

find printer'. I've 

even lifted the 

printer and 

placed it in front 

of the monitor, 

but the comput-

er still says he 

can't find it6  

Tech support: 

What's on your 

monitor now, 

ma'am?  
Customer: A 

teddy bear my 

boyfriend 

bought for me 

at the 7-11.  

Customer: My keyboard is not 

working anymore.  
Tech support: Are you sure it's 

plugged into the computer?  
Customer: No. I can't get behind 

the computer.  
Tech support: Pick up your key-

board and walk 10 paces back.  
Customer: OK!  

Tech support: Did the keyboard 

come with you?  
Customer: Yes  
Tech support: That means the 

keyboard is not plugged in.  

Customer: I can't get on the In-

ternet.  
Tech support: Are you sure you 

used the right 

password?  
Customer: Yes, 

I'm sure. I saw 

my colleague 

do it.  
Tech support: 

Can you tell 

me what the 

password 

was?  
Customer: Five 

dots.  

A woman cus-

tomer called 

the Canon help 

desk with a 

problem with 

her printer.  
Tech support: 

Are you running it under win-

dows?  
Customer: 'No, my desk is next 

to the door, but that is a good 

point. The man sitting in the cubi-

cle next to me is under a win-

dow, and his printer is working 

fine.' 
Submitted by David Farrar 
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Babushka 

Once in Russia, there was a 

woman called Babushka. Her 

house was perfect because she 

was always cleaning. One night, 

a star appeared above the 

village: everyone rushed outside 

to see it but Babushka missed it 

because she was too busy 

sweeping and polishing.  

Three Kings came to the village 

following the star. Babushka 

invited them into her house and 

cared for them very well. As they 

left, the Kings asked her to join 

them on their journey. They were 

following the star to find the new-
born King of Kings, the baby 

Jesus. Babushka wanted to 

follow them - she promised to 

catch them up, as soon as the 

house was tidy. It was days 

before the house was clean and 

then she set off, carrying a 

basket of toys for the baby. 

But she was so far behind and 

when she arrived in Bethlehem, 

the kings and the baby had 

gone. So, still to this day, 

Babushka travels the world with 

her basket of toys, leaving them 

as presents for good children, 

just in case the child is Jesus. 

Putting Things Off 
Sometimes we put things off 

because other things are more 

important to us, or because we 

are too frightened to start 

something that is different. There 

is a word for putting things off 

until tomorrow, it is 

Procrastination 
How many words can you make 

out of the letters of this word? 

Try today and don’t put it off! The 

editor has found a significant 

number. Please let me know if 

you find more than 100. 

Babushka is the Russian word 

for ‘grandmother’. Some Russian 

nesting dolls are called 

Babushkas, but mostly they are 

called ‘Matryoshka’ which means 

‘mother’. 
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Plot to Pot 

‘When you have only two 

pennies left in the world, buy a 

loaf of bread with one, and a lily 

with the other. ‘ Chinese Proverb 
Lily – Lilium 
Flower Meaning – Majesty and 

honour 
Asiatic lilies are in the top ten of 

the world’s bestselling flowers. 

Longiflorum and Oriental lilies 

are very popular and Oriental 

varieties are the most heavily 

scented. They have a wide 

colour range from pure white 

through to deep burgundy. They 

grow tall and so have long stems 

making them perfect for large 

bouquets and pedestal 

arrangements. 
Lily bulbs become available in 

mid to late winter and should be 

planted as soon as possible after 

purchase. They usually need 

cool winter conditions if they are 

to flower well. They grow well in 

containers which can be 

positioned around the garden or 

planted into the soil later in the 

spring. Some growers 

recommend the use of soil 

based compost (e.g. John Innes 

No 3) to make protection against 

the lily beetle easier. Add some 

granular slow release fertiliser to 

the compost. The bulbs are 

available in a range of sizes. 

Large bulbs can be planted 

singularly whereas three or four 

smaller bulbs can be planted 

together. Leave 5cm/2” between 

each bulb and use deep 

containers so each bulb is 

planted two and a half times as 

deep as the height of the bulb. 

Once planted, keep the 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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containers in a frost free, cool, 

airy position. Keep moist but 

prevent waterlogging by adding 

crocks to the bottom of the 

container. 
Alternatively, lily bulbs can be 

planted in clumps of three or 

five. Dig a hole for each group at 

least 20cm/8in deep in well-
drained soil. Add some grit to the 

bottom of the hole to improve 

drainage. The bulbs like their 

feet in the shade and their heads 

in the sun! 
The lily beetle is a common pest. 

The adult is bright red and easily 

spotted. They lay eggs on the 

underside of leaves and the 

developing larvae are 

camouflaged by their black 

excrement. As the larvae 

develop they eat the leaves and 

petals. They start to appear from 

March onwards and can be 

removed by hand at any stage of 

development. Organic chemical 

control using Pyrethrum will 

control the larvae but not the 

adults. Insecticides will be 

needed but avoid contact with 

the flowers to minimise the risk 

to pollinating insects such as 

bees. 
Lilies will flower in the summer 

and provide a spectacular show 

of colour. If you choose to cut 

them, remove all the lower 

leaves and stand in deep water 

for three or four hours to 

condition them. Remove the 

stamens of any opening flowers 

to prevent stains. Use sticky 

tape to remove lily pollen from 

surfaces or clothing. Keep out of 

the reach of cats as they are 

poisonous. 
Lily bulbs are used as an 

ingredient in Chinese food such 

as stir fries and soups! 
Lesley Worboys 

Christmas Wreath 
Making Evening 

Eleven unique Christmas 

wreaths adorned houses in the 

area this Christmas by the ladies 

who attended the wreath making 

evening on December 2
nd

. 

Lesley Worboys skilfully and 

patiently guided her pupils 

though the intricacies of wiring 

cinnamon sticks, fruits and pine 

cones and baubles and baffled 

everyone with how to create an 

artistic bow from a length of 

ribbon. It was a thoroughly 

enjoyable way to help raise 

funds for the Christmas flowers. 

Everyone proudly took their 

wreaths home with them. Look 

out for this event next year6  

Janet Underwood  
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Terry Brown* 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

698988 

Church Wardens Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood, 
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

2
nd

 Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 
  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4
th
 Wed of month) 


